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Our Vision and Purpose 
 

The Elizabeth South Community Centre is 

run with, by and for local people in 

Elizabeth South. It is based on Community 

Development principles; seeking to 

empower people to take control of their 

lives, situation and environment. It does 

not seek to do things for people, but 

rather include them in the doing. 

Elizabeth South continues to be high on 

the SEIFA Scale of Disadvantage on ABS 

Census data. It is a place of high unemployment, low levels of schooling completion, and broken 

families, with many people living alone, without access to a car, and with no internet. 

Through our relationships at the Community Centre, we know that it is a place where many people are 

lonely, using drugs and alcohol, and struggling to make ends meet. However, we also know that it is a 

place full of resilient people, who are not afraid of hard work or to reach out to someone doing it tough. 

We strongly believe in the skills and talents of the people of this community, and it is a privilege to see 

them serve and grow at the Elizabeth South Community Centre. 

For more information, visit us at https://elizabethsouthcc.weebly.com 

 

The vision of the Elizabeth South Community Centre is to be: 

A place where the community gathers to be cared for, reconnect with each other and 

healed to serve others, for the glory of God. 

We desire to be a place where people can come and feel safe, get the help and support 

they need, and then help others in our community. 

 

The mission of the Elizabeth South Community Centre is to: 

Show the love of Jesus in practical ways, and empower the people of Elizabeth South to 

help themselves and help others, for the glory of God. 

https://elizabethsouthcc.weebly.com/
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Chairperson’s Report 

It has been a wonderful challenge to get where we are today.  

 Over a year ago Elizabeth Church of Christ began praying about 

coming on board with the community centre to help cast vision 

and support the efforts to see the south impacted by the kingdom.  

As much prayer was invested by the 2019 remaining board 

members, in conjunction with the Elizabeth Church of Christ and 

Northern Community of Hope boards, the new board was formed 

early 2020.  I must say it was exciting and a joyful occasion starting 

this endeavour with the Elizabeth South Community Centre.   

What a year 2020 has been, and what a year to form a new board for anything. 

Our board has done a great job of trying to navigate the 2020 COVID-19 struggle. We have done well to 

try and support the centre as it continues to be a presence in Elizabeth South.  The centre has done a 

fantastic job of being open and providing a connection point through the mist of COVID-19.  Bryan, the 

centre manager, has done a good job of keeping the volunteers aware and supported during this year. 

COVID-19 has certainly brought some challenges to our centre, but I felt they have been met with 

wisdom and diligence.  No, we have not done everything perfect, but we are always learning and COVID-

19 has been a season for us all to learn.   

Speaking of learning, the board also has been on a learning path.  This year we have been learning each 

other’s personality, we have been learning how to function as a new team and we have been learning 

the heritage and the present of the Elizabeth South Community Centre.  This learning endeavour has 

been exciting to be a part of.  We see a great legacy that has been left for us to embrace.  Although the 

Elizabeth South Community Centre has faced some challenges over the last few years with board level 

involvement, they have maintained well and continued a wonderful connection with Elizabeth South.  

We are also in the listening stage.  As a board we need to listen.  Listen to the centre needs, listen to the 

community voice, and always listen to the leadership of the Holy Spirit.  We are in an amazing position 

to be a part of an ongoing transformation God is bringing into the Southern Elizabeth region. As we 

continue to learn and listen together, we will discover the plan and purpose God has for the future of 

the Elizabeth South Community Centre.   

Let us continue to journey together and see where God takes us.  

 

Brent Rutland 

Chairperson 
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Centre Manager’s Report 
The past 12 months have presented many challenges, none greater than 

the effects of the COVID 19 Virus upon our world, our nation   and indeed 

our State of SA and the City of Adelaide. Despite these challenges the   

Ministry of the Elizabeth South Community Centre has continued on, 

thanks to the contribution of the many people who have helped it to 

function in various ways over the past year.  

The Volunteers who work at the Centre have done a marvellous job. They 

have stuck to their tasks day in and day out and have worked hard to serve the people who have visited 

our centre. The Op Shop and Café have continued to enjoy good support from our customers and it is 

great to see that the number of people who visit our centre has grown over the past 12 months. Over 

the past year we have continued to receive support from the Flinders University through the placement 

of Master of Social Work students at our centre. These students have worked well with the staff of the 

centre and have made a significant contribution to the functioning of the Community Centre.  

The Elizabeth Church of Christ has replaced the Hope Central Church as one of the two Churches who 

are responsible for the oversight of the work of the Elizabeth South Community Centre. I would like to 

thank the leaders and Members of Hope Central for their work in helping to establish the Elizabeth 

South Community Centre in 2014 and for their ongoing support of the centre over the years. It has been 

great to have the support of ECOC going forward. A new Board was established at the beginning of 

2020, with the new Board members working diligently to enable the work of the Elizabeth South 

Community Centre to continue to develop and grow into the future.  

Our outreach to local children and families has continued to be well received. Michelle Stevens and her 

team of Volunteers have done a wonderful job in their running of our Kids Club and the “Side by Side”   

group which offers support to young mums in the area.  Thank you also to the team of Volunteers at our 

Café who have provided lunches for the students of the Elizabeth South Primary School. We have 

appreciated the opportunities given to us to support the Children and families from the School.  

We at the Elizabeth South Community Centre have very much appreciated the support given to us by 

our sponsors and the organisations and people who have supported our work in various ways. This 

includes traders in the Elizabeth South shopping centre, local welfare agencies, Grant funding bodies, 

Community Groups and Churches, and the many individuals who have helped to make the Elizabeth 

South Community Centre what it is today.  I am very aware that many people and organisations have 

made a significant contribution to the capacity of the Elizabeth South Community Centre to assist the 

people of Elizabeth South in the many ways that it does.   

The future of course is always before us. I feel sure that as we all continue to work together in the 

common purpose of contributing to the well-being of the people in Elizabeth South that the work of the 

Community Centre will continue to grow and develop in encouraging ways over the next 12 months. 

Bryan Sellars, Centre Manager 
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Children’s Programme coordinator Report 

Elizabeth South community Centre’s kids club has had an interesting 

year, like a lot of us. We started the year off as normal, with our after 

school weekly gatherings. The young people that come along have really 

become a community and it’s so great to watch them interact with each 

other, and build stronger friendships with each other and to see them 

gradually become more confident and comfortable while here, and in 

owning the space. 

In term one, we focused on different topics the bible teaches us. An 

example of this was looking at how the bible teaches us about true 

friendship. We looked at some of what Jesus did that made him a good friend. I remember one young 

person saying, “Man I wish we could see Jesus, he sounds super nice.” An Activity linked to this topic 

was getting the young people to make cards for someone in their life that might need encouraging. We 

try to be a place where we use language of Hope and Encouragement. So this activity helped our young 

people continue to practise that. 

At kids club young people love getting involved in doing things for others, which is wonderful to see. 
Each week we encourage our young people to get involved, whether it’s through helping with the story 
or cleaning up. We are a community so we try to work together. 

This year we changed from doing kids club two afternoons a week, to only doing it one day a week, so 
we chose to combine the Lego club and the kids club. We brought in some changes that merged the two 
programs together. Our team noticed that the students really love the opportunity to have free time 
when they first arrive. This is why we introduced play “stations”, this includes a Lego station, a board 
games station, an outdoor activity station, a craft station and depending on the week we add other 
stations. This has helped the kids settle when they come into kids club. One reason for this is they now 
get to choose something that they are interested in and comfortable with, and it also gives the 
volunteers the opportunity to interact with them while doing an activity. 

We have continued to give them a healthy fruit snack and Milk each week, we use the snack time as an 
opportunity to eat together and hear about each other’s week; creating an atmosphere of community. 

We have tried to focus on encouraging positive decisions. One of the ways we have done this is by 
introducing a reward chart where pegs are moved from neutral to green, when we notice the young 
people making positive decisions. We hope to focus more on their positive choices and building our kids 
up. Our values are safety, kindness, teamwork and respect. These values were created by the young 
people, so if we notice that we need to come back to these values we have conversations around this 
with our kids. 

During the month of March we got news that because of the COVID-19 situation and restrictions we 
would have to shut down for kids club for the time being. This was a hard season for us as we really 
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value meeting together. The kids club is a safe, fun, relational and interactive space for our young 
people and this is important for our community. So we had to think of other ways to stay connected. We 
did this by taking parcels to the young people’s homes, with activities and snacks to enjoy; just like we 
would have at kids club. This was also a way to check in and see how the families were doing, during the 
lock down period. We were given some beautiful Easter eggs so we put together some very special 
Easter packs for the kids. 

Our volunteers are an amazing part of Kids Club, they support the space so practically and relate to our 
kids in such positive ways. The volunteers have been the key to making the Kids Club fun, functional and 
interactive. We are truly thankful for their time and commitment. 

For the last 4 years we have had volunteers from Youth with a Mission (YWAM) come and support the 
Kids Club. They have been central in supporting our community through relationship, stories and 
service. Sadly we said goodbye to YWAM who are heading back to the Adelaide Hills. 

All in all, 2020 has been an interesting year but also a year that we have realised how important 
community truly is. Kids Club is more than just a program but a place where we grow together, learn 
together and get to know each other. 

On behalf of the ESCC Kids Club team thank you for your support during 2020. 

 
Michelle Stevens 

Coordinator 

 

  



2019/2020 Annual Report 

 

9 

The Op Shop in Action 
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The Café in Action 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our café is staffed by volunteers who serve their community 
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The Kids Club in Action 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Working together to support the children of Elizabeth South 
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Side by Side Women’s Group in Action 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Knowledge, Strength, Friendship, Companionship, Resilience, 

Empowerment, Leadership, Community, Support & Encouragement 
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Thank You to Our Supporters 

The Elizabeth South Community Centre would like to acknowledge the many volunteers and supporters 

who contribute to the wellbeing of the Centre. When we work together as a community we can achieve 

much more than when we work individually. The Elizabeth South community Centre could not exist 

without the support from our partners, sponsors, funders and volunteers. THANK YOU to: 

 Northern Communities of Hope 

The Elizabeth Church of Christ 

Youth with a Mission 

GROW Community Mental Health 

The Care Works Op Shop (Elizabeth North) 

Good News Op Shop (Elizabeth Park) 

Northern Volunteering Network 

Northern Domestic Violence Service 

Grants SA 

City of Playford  

The Elizabeth South Terry White Chemist 

J and S Butchers at the Elizabeth South Shopping Centre 

Flinders University College of Social Work 

Pathways 

SecondBite 

Natalie Bubner (Pastoral Support worker at the Elizabeth South Primary School). 

Sonnex PTY LTD 

Containers of Hope 

A very special THANK YOU to all of the passionate volunteers who have dedicated their time and good 

will over the past 12 months. They have clearly shown their commitment to the Op Shop, Café, 

Children’s Club and Women’s group. It has been a challenging year but our volunteers showed 

determination and resilience throughout, and this allowed our programs to keep functioning during the 

COVID19 restrictions. We could not exist without our volunteers. 
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Finance Reports 
 

ELIZABETH SOUTH COMMUNITY CENTRE INC. 

 

A.B.N. 75 582 415 973 

 

 

 

FINANCE REPORT 

 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 

 

30
TH

 JUNE 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

Liability limited by a scheme approved under 

 

Professional Standards Legislation 
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